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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9, 13, 14, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-9, 13, 14, 17-20 are vague and indefinite with respect the instant claims 
not setting forth that the frame include electrical contacts to feed electric current through 
the sheet material. This appears to be a crucial aspect of the instant invention since 
without it, the frame could not be used in an electrochemical treatment as set forth in 
applicants specification, since with out the electrical contacts on the frame, the frame 
would not be capable of performing such a function. Applicants instant specification 
does not disclose any other use for the frame other than in an electrochemical treatment 
and therefore, this electrical contacts are a critical and essential part of the instant 
invention as needs to be set forth in the independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1-8, 13,17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Siegel (3826483). 
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Siegel discloses a planar work holder supported from the rear by a support bar 
with the work piece being retained between a cross bar and two forwardly extending 
arms. A tension bar is adjacent one arm secured theretp by pins in a way which allows 
the tension bar limited movement toward or away from the arm. Springs and a multiple 
position detent cooperate to lock tension bar close to the arm so that a work piece can 
be place between the tension bar and arm. Release of the detent to a second position 
permits the springs to bias tension bar away from arm so as to grip the work piece 
between the arm and the tension bar with the force exerted by the springs. See 
abstract. A work holder 10 is disclosed that comprises a cross bar 12 attached, to a 
support rod 16, a central work support 14 is secured to the support rod 16 and the cross 
bar 12 has an angular cross section. On the left side of the work holder 10 is a universal 
arm 20 and on the right side is a tension arm assembly 22, both of which are slidably 
disposed on the cross bar 12. The work piece 24 seats in V-shaped slots 30, 32, 34 
provided for this purpose, respectively, on center support 14, on universal arm 20 and 
on tension arm 42 forming part of the tension arm assembly 22. The initial size 
adjustment of the holder 10 to the work piece 24 is made by sliding universal arm 20 
and tension arm assembly 22 along the length of cross bar 12, the base 39 of universal 
arm 20 having a square aperture which forms part of the tension arm assembly 22. 
Aperture 36 is shaped and sized to easily fit cross bar 23. Knob 38 threads into base 39 
of universal arm 20 at a corner of the aperture 36 and cross bar 12 and acts to lock arm 
20 in place on cross bar 12 at the proper spacing for the particular work piece to be 
mounted on holder 10. The tension arm assembly 22 includes universal arm 40 and 
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tension bar 42, which are secured together by a plurality of pins 44. The pins are fixed 
to tension bar 42 but pass through oversized holes in the universal arm 40, being 
thereby free to reciprocate relative to arm 40 and the inability of their stop members to 
enter the holes in universal arm 40. Compression springs 46 on pins 44 bias tension bar 
42 away from arm 40. Other spring biasing means may of course be used. A two 
position detent or cam 48 is associated with the center pin 45 to lock the tension arm 
assembly 22 in a spring compressed position when cross pin 52 rides to the upper level 
54, one at each end of detent 48. The other position permitted by detent 48 is the 
extended or spring biased position which occurs when the cross pin 52 seats in the 
base of v-notch 56 at the center of detent 48. The pin is retained in the v-notch by 
compression springs 46. See col. 1, line 48 - col. 2, line 38 and figures 1-7. 

The prior art of Siegel anticipates the applicants instant invention as set forth 
above with respect to the instant claims as presented. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 11 and 12 are allowed. 

6. Claims 10, 15, 16, 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to teach and/or suggest the electrical contacts on 
the frame which are used for applying a voltage to the frame during the electrochemical 



Application/Control Number: 10/627,625 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1746 

treatment. The prior art further fails to teach the moveable leg having rollers that are 
rolled relative to the beam. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bruce F. Bell whose telephone number is 571-272-1296. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BFB 

February 20, 2007 



Bruce F. Bell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 



